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Shark Tank Challenge Combines Digital Production & Marketing Saavy  
 
Mount Si High School’s Advanced Marketing and Advanced Digital Media teachers, Kelly Hawkins and Joe Dockery, 
teamed up to create an innovative new lesson for their students, dubbed The Shark Tank Project. Based on the   
popular television show where inventors and entrepreneurs pitch their business ideas to a panel of investors 
(sharks), students learned about identifying target markets, market research, toy 
or game design and creation, making a commercial, print ads and presentations. 
 

Divided into groups of four (each with two Marketing and two Digital Media       
students), the teams were given the task of creating a new toy or game that would 
appeal to a child ranging from 8-11 years old. As part of their product development 
process, the teens partnered with 4th graders from Snoqualmie Elementary School 
on two occasions. First, they interviewed the focus groups to vet their ideas and 
understand the target audience; the second meeting was to test their prototypes. 
They used tools available in the digital media classroom (such as a     
3-D printer) to create the products, and used marketing skills to    
create advertisements and commercials.  
Ultimately, they presented their         
products and proposals to a group  
of “investors” (community members)  
using Shark Tank-style  
presentations.  
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Positive Role Models 

Message from the Superintendent:  Happy New Year! 
 
Happy New Year!  This January marks my six-month anniversary in the 
Snoqualmie Valley School District. Time has certainly passed quickly.  It has   
been a pleasure discovering great work happening in our schools and classrooms 
every day, led by staff who are passionate and committed to quality teaching 
and learning.  I have also enjoyed connecting with community members,        
families, businesses and civic organizations who care about education.   
 

In this issue of our district newsletter, we highlight a few of these valued       
community partnerships who are contributing to our schools.  In addition,    
learn about some new initiatives the district is piloting, as well as some            
innovative lessons, all focused on improving student learning and engagement.   
 

This is also a busy and exciting time of planning for the future, as our district prepares to open the new 
Mount Si High School next fall – an endeavor which remains on time and on budget.  In addition to the     
state-of-the-art facilities, high school administrators and staff are planning for program improvements that 
will benefit all students for years to come.  At the same time, our middle school staff is making preparations 
for re-instating Snoqualmie Middle School (where the Freshman Campus is currently located) by fall of 2019.  
Thank you for your continued support of schools and the privilege to work with your students! 

Snoqualmie Valley  
School District 

 2019 Board of Directors 
 

Directors:  

 Geoff Doy 
 Gary Fancher 
 Melissa Johnson 
 Dan Popp 
 Carolyn Simpson 

Student Reps: 
 Paytan Murray 
 Chirag Vedullapalli 

 

Superintendent: 

 Dr. Robert Manahan 

The public is invited to School Board 
meetings, which typically take place 
every other Thursday during the school 
year, at 6:30 p.m., at the Snoqualmie 
City Hall.  For more information 
(including meeting dates, agendas, 
minutes, podcasts, district policies and 
director email), please visit the district 
website at:  www.svsd410.org, select 
About Us and School Board.  

 

Superintendent 
Rob Manahan, Ed.D 

 

@svsdsupt 

Youth Success Mentor Program Fosters  
Positive Relationships, Consistent Role Models 

At Opstad Elementary, volunteer Mike and student Mycael have been 
meeting weekly for the past two years as part of the Youth Success! 
Mentor Program. Mentors devote one hour each week, to meet 
with the same student during school hours. This one-on-one support 
program, sponsored by the Snoqualmie Valley Community Network, 
works with school counselors to help provide a positive, consistent 
role model to children.  If you are interested in becoming  a school 
mentor, please contact Heather at heather@svcn.info. 
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Career Exploration & Community Partnerships 

Career Exploration Fridays and Upcoming Career Fair at MSHS 
 

Abbott Construction hosted Mount Si and Two Rivers 
high school students on November 16 for a Career 
Exploration Friday, providing a tour of their Kent 
work site and sharing insights about careers in      
construction. Career Exploration Fridays provide   
high school students the opportunity to visit local 
businesses and learn first-hand from professionals 
about their jobs, training and post-secondary           
education needed for desirable careers. Through a 
partnership between the Snoqualmie Valley School 
District, Chamber of Commerce, and Community    
Network, this program works to connect students   
and potential employers. 
 

If your business is interested in hosting students for a Career Exploration         
Friday, please contact Assistant Superintendent Jeff Hogan at  
hoganj@svsd410.org or 425-831-8004. 

Snoqualmie Fire Department Equips All SVSD 
Schools with Stop the Bleed Kits & Staff Training   

As part of the district’s commitment to safety, we provide training and 
drills throughout the school year to prepare for a variety of emergencies.   
This year, the Snoqualmie Fire Department has been partnering with our 
school nurses to train staff on life-saving “Stop the Bleed” techniques.     
Lt. Jake Fouts (pictured below) also led efforts to secure generous        
community donations to purchase enough Stop the Bleed kits to equip    
all schools and classrooms in our district — making Snoqualmie Valley    
the first in the state to be fully equipped. The district is grateful for this 
partnership, training and resources that are part of a national awareness 
campaign, designed to empower individuals on how best to support  
someone who’s injured before trained professionals may be available. 

 

High School Career Fair  
February 6 

 

Snoqualmie Valley high school    
students will have a special          
opportunity during the school day 
on February 6, to learn about a   
variety of careers. Students will     
be able to attend three sessions,       
representing a wide range of jobs 
and industries. Professionals         
will describe their roles, explain          
education/training needed, and  
answer questions.  For more details, 
please contact Kristeen Ransavage 
at ransavagek@svsd410.org.  



 

 4 

  
Sn

o
q

u
al

m
ie

 V
al

le
y 

Sc
h

o
o

l D
is

tr
ic

t 
Inspired Teaching  

Class of 2019 National Merit Scholars & Hispanic Scholars 

Six Mount Si High School students from the Class of  
2019 were named National Merit Commended Scholars 
(at left):  Ryan Horn, Ezra Bacon-Gershman, Sophia 
Hulet, Erik Thurston, Wyatt Holcombe and Liam Renner.      
This distinction comes with earning top scores in the  
Preliminary SAT and National Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test (PSAT/NMSQT), which students nationwide take 
their junior year.   

 

National Board Certified Teachers 
 

Congratulations to five SVSD educators who       
recently earned National Board Certification: 

 Nikita Armbruster, SES Teacher 

 Dawn Dugan, TFMS Counselor 

 Meredith Macvean, Instructional Coach 

 Haley Smith, CKMS Teacher 

 Karen Waters Brown, TFMS Teacher 
 

National Board Certification is an advanced teach-
ing credential that has been recognized as having   
a profound positive impact on student learning,      
improving teaching, and making schools better.  

Additionally, four MSHS students earned National Hispanic Scholar 
awards for scoring among the top 2.5% of Hispanic and Latino      
students nationwide who took the PSAT.  Pictured at right, they   
include:  Stephan Rubalcava, Christan Palomo and Sophia Ojeda; 
and Gil Antonio (not pictured).  Congratulations Wildcats! 

New Teaching Academy Offered 
 

A new course of study, called Teacher Academy, is 
now available to high school students interested in 
teaching or child development careers.  

Two Rivers students are piloting the program this 
year, spending time each week shadowing teachers 
at North Bend Elementary. The course is designed 
to develop students’ skills in communication,       
organization and leadership. They study learning 
styles, issues in education, barriers to learning, and 
participate in observations. During the second year, 
they will participate in a teaching practicum and 
internship placement in a SVSD elementary school.  

 Nominate Educators of the Year 
 

Each year, the Snoqualmie Valley Schools         
Foundation recognizes outstanding educators  
from Snoqualmie Valley schools in four catego-
ries:  elementary school, middle school, high 
school, and classified staff. Thursday, January 31 
is the deadline to nominate an educator who 
makes a positive difference in the lives of our 
students.  Visit the Snoqualmie Valley Schools 
Foundation website (www.svsfoundation.org) 
for details. Award winners will be guests of  
honor at the School Foundation’s Spring   
    Fundraising Luncheon on March 21, 2019. 



 

5 

Engaged in Learning 

Districtwide AVID College-Prep Strategies  
 

The college-readiness program Advancement Via Individual 
Determination (AVID) is designed to help students envision  
a future that includes attending college, by providing skills 
training and support to help them pursue their goals. Thanks 
to support from the Snoqualmie Valley Schools Foundation, 
the district has successfully established AVID classes at Mount 
Si High School and all middle schools, over the past two years. 
Now, the focus is teaching general education teachers AVID 
strategies to benefit with all students.     

Enrollment 

for the 2019-20 School Year 
 

Starting January 15, families can enroll online at 
www.svsd410.org for Kindergarten for children    
who will be five years old by August 31, 2019.   
 

Also, attend Kindergarten Orientation at your 

school —Tuesday, March 5, 2019, 6 - 7:30 p.m.— 
to learn about the Snoqualmie Valley Kindergarten   
program, schedule a “screener” appointment, and 
meet Kindergarten teachers.    
 

Parents who do not enroll online in advance, can  
enroll in-person at the orientation.  Bring proof of 
residency, birth certificate, immunization history, 
emergency contacts, and health information. 

 

Engineering Tricked-Out Treehouses  

Earlier this year, Chief Kanim Middle School students 

read a “Tricked-Out Treehouses” article in Science 

World magazine that highlighted Pete Nelson’s        

treehouse designs and engineering. Nelson, a Fall City        

resident and local        

celebrity due to his   

Treehouse Masters TV 

show, recently visited 

CKMS and shared how he     

uses science, math and       

engineering practices    

to design and create 

amazing treehouses. 

 
After the visit, for a 

7th grade science  

lesson, students 

drafted their own 

conceptual treehouse 

models using design 

criteria and            

constraints. 

Recess Before Lunch Is Yielding Positive Results 
 

Several elementary 
schools made a switch 
this year to try offering 
recess before lunch.   
As a result, parents  
and lunch staff have 
noted that students 
appear to be eating 
more of their lunches, 
and drinking more   
milk and water to stay     
hydrated. Teachers 
have also observed  
that kids seem more 
ready to focus on  
learning when they  
return to class, com-
pared to when they 
came directly from the 
playground previously.  

Twin Falls Middle School staff training focuses on the 
“Focused Note-taking” AVID strategy and best practices. 
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Made Possible with Technology Levy Funding 

A Visit to Microsoft Education  
 

Snoqualmie Valley school leaders were invited     
to preview the latest in Microsoft education    
technologies. They discussed SVSD’s 1-to-1       
Initiative, Science Technology Engineering and 
Math (STEM) curriculum, data analytics,             
certification training opportunities, and new   
tools to support reading and language challenges. 

Coding is Now Offered to All K-8 Students 

Thanks to voter support of the Technology Levy and a state OSPI 
grant for teacher training/coding curriculum, all Snoqualmie Valley 
students in grades K-8 are now learning coding. By adding Coding 
Specialists and TechSmart curriculum (www.techsmart.codes) for 
younger ages, the district is working to ensure all students have 
fundamental coding skills early, to take full advantage of expanded 
technology courses and experiences in high school, and for career 
aspirations thereafter. Above, Fall City Elementary Coding Specialist 
Dana Verhoff helps 4th graders design unique digital snowflakes.  

Technology  

Update  
 

This fall, the district expanded its  
emergency communication capabili-
ties to allow parents and staff to 
“opt in” to receive emergency texts 
from the district, in addition to 
phone and email notifications. 
 

COMING SOON... 
 

On January 15, the district will 
launch a new E-Flyers tool called 
Peachjar. The new tool will send 
approved flyers to parents in a      
visually-engaging email, once a 
week, and will ensure flyers are  
accessible to all. 
 

In the coming months, visitors will 
see an updated website design on 
the district and school websites.  
The refreshed design will be more 
adaptable to a variety of devices, 
include a social media window,   
and be ADA compliant. 
 

Our district’s One-to-one Initiative 
begins in the fall with every student 
at Snoqualmie Middle School and 
Mount Si High School receiving a 
laptop computer they will use at 
school and home during their SVSD 
school career. This 1-to-1 program 
will ensure all SVSD students have 
access to the same resources and 
learning opportunities.  

Help Fight Hunger with a Delicious Bowl of Soup! 
 

Mount Si Cheerleaders and Culinary Arts students 

present the Snoqualmie Valley Empty Bowls event 

Friday, January 11, from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Mount Si 

High School. A $15 ticket includes a hand-made bowl 

(created by art classes) and a meal of soup and bread, provided by local 

restaurants. Event proceeds will benefit local food banks and families.  
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Building for the Future 

Mount Si High School is Rising! 
 

Construction progress throughout the new Mount Si 
High School is truly a sight to behold, as it is changing 
daily. The project remains on budget and on schedule, 
in anticipation of serving students in the fall of 2019.  
 

In addition, to the physical facility improvements, the 
district and MSHS staff are working on some exciting 
enhancements to Mount Si’s educational programming. 
For example, these new Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) courses will be offered for the 2019-20 school 
year:  Principles of Biomedical Science, Cybersecurity, 
Personal Finance, Teacher Academy (see page 4), and 
Microsoft Certifications — if enough students register 
for the courses. 

Partnering with Companies to Bolster Career Preparedness 
 

Genie Industries, which is 
based in Redmond with a 
nearby facility in North Bend, 
recently toured the flexible 
spaces being designed for the 
CTE programs. The district is  
in discussions with several    
companies about partnering 
to provide students relevant 
(employable) skills training, 
certification opportunities, 
and exposure to high-demand industries.  

Construction updates with photos and videos  
are provided every 1-2 months. Explore the 
district website: www.svsd410.org for archived 
updates and sign up for District E-News. 

Plans for Re-Opening of Snoqualmie Middle School 
 

Planning at the middle school level (serving grades 6-8) is also a priority this 
year as the district prepares to convert the Freshman Campus into   
Snoqualmie Middle School by September. To date, activities include: 

 New attendance boundaries were established in 2016 and are posted 
online (under District Maps). 

 A Middle School Visioning Committee worked to align best practices and 
ensure equitable access to programs across all three middle schools. 

 TFMS Assistant Principal Megan Botulinski was named SMS principal and 
District ELA Coordinator Shawn Lawrence will be the assistant principal. 

 Middle school teachers received their new staffing assignments in         
December, following a process that worked to balance preferences,    
student needs, and years of experience between the schools. 

 And, a Student Interest Survey gathered input regarding elective options.   

Activities this spring will include forming the PTSA and student leadership. 

 

Pride Time   
and 

Power Hour 
 

This year Mount Si High School               
implemented two new activities     
on Wednesdays — Pride Time and 
Power Hour.  These activities carve 
out time during the school day to:   
1) focus on High School and Beyond 
planning, and 2) support students’ 
social and emotional well-being. 
 

Pride Time is an advisory period 
designed to help students navigate 
their high school years and prepare 
for their goals after graduation.    
Activities may include working with 
counselors, registering for classes, 
completing college applications, or   
“Connect & Check” time to meet 
with teachers. 
 

Power Hour is a one-hour lunch 
break offered to support learning 
and maintain a positive culture for 
students. Students have flexibility to 
use the time to get extra help from 
teachers, retake a test, attend a club 
meeting or other special activities,  
or socialize with friends.  
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Snoqualmie Valley School District  
 

Our mission: to educate all Snoqualmie Valley children to prepare them for college, career, and citizenship. 
Our vision: to become the best school district in Washington State by any measure. 

 

Mark your 2019 calendar: 

Important Dates Remaining  
 

For the most current events,  
check the online E-Calendar  
at www.svsd410.org. 

 
*Make-up days, if needed:  
     May 24, June 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 

 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday (no school)            January 21, 2019 
 K-12 Teacher Workday (no classes) January 22 
 Mid-Winter Break February 18-22  
 Kindergarten Parent Conferences March 11-12 
 Spring Break April 8-12 
 Non-school Day (1st make-up day, if needed) May 24* 
 Memorial Day (no school)   May 27  
 Two Rivers School Graduation June 5  
 Last Day of Preschool  June 6 
 Mount Si High School Graduation June 7 
 Last Day of Class for grades K-12 (1/2 day)  June 13 

Happy Campers Enjoy Creative Math Lessons  Join Us at 
Two Upcoming 

SVSD Career Fairs  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 29, 6-8 p.m.  
For School Support Positions  

(Classified positions include:     
bus drivers, cooks, secretaries,  

paraeducators, custodians,  
technology support) 

 

February 12, 4-6 p.m.  
For Teachers  

(and other certificated positions)  
 

Both events will take place  
at the District Office 

(8001 Silva Ave. SE, Snoqualmie, 98065) 

 

Come Work with Us! 
Explore Job Opportunities  

on the district website 
www.svsd410.org 

Third grade students at Cascade View Elementary were “Happy Campers” when 
they discovered their classrooms had been transformed into a campground of   
engaging math adventures!  Outdoor-themed activities included:  

 Star Gazing -- with story problems hung on stars around the room. 
 Three-Digit Fishing -- students fished for three-digit numbers and then added 

or subtracted them.   

 Base “Ten”ts -- students looked in the tent for base ten pictures and had to 
write the number they represented.   

 A Multiples Roast -- students picked pictures of s’mores that had numbers on 
them and had to sort them into multiples of 5’s or 2’s or both.  


